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Introduction Players for the Planet was founded by ex-Major League 
Baseball player Chris Dickerson with the goal of uniting pro 
athletes to create positive change for our environment. 

We work to connect professional athletes, sports teams, 
and organizations with meaningful opportunities to serve 
and protect our natural world and the environment. 

It’s our ultimate goal to support the pro sports industry by 
being a leading example of ecologically conscious, 
environmentally responsible, and sustainable practices 
worldwide. 

	



Our Mission Players for the Planet works to unite all athletes 
to bring lasting and measurable transformation 
to the Earth. We believe the responsibility to 
protect our planet falls on each and every one 
of us.  

We seek to unite to make sustainability and 
environmental responsibility foundational values 
of our sport. 

Players for the Planet invite you and your 
organization to join us on the vital endeavor. 

 

	



Our 
Responsibility 

As professional athletes, we are fortunate 
enough to have a powerful platform and the 
resources we need to create positive change in 
our world when it needs our help more than ever.  

We seek to unite to make sustainability and 
environmental responsibility foundational values of 
our sport. 

	



Leadership 

Chris played for five major league baseball teams over the course of a decade and has been 
advocating for change since his earliest days in the dugout. He remembers first noticing the 
appalling amount of waste a team can produce over the course of a game, then multiplying 
that by the amount of waste produced by spectators in the stands.  

The Southern California native is equally passionate about the oceans. Summers were spent at the 
beach and in the waves. Family trips to the Florida Keys, aquarium visits and snorkeling 
adventures instilled a sense of wonder at the life beneath the surface. Observing sea creatures up 
close imparted valuable lessons on the importance of these fragile, interconnected ecosystems. 
Today he’s committed to protecting them.  

As a cofounder of Players for the Planet, Chris Dickerson 
is dedicated to empowering fellow athletes to channel 
their influence into eco-consciousness in ways that 
inspire the present and future of sports toward 
environmental stewardship.  



Player Ambassadors 
To date, 75 professional athletes have joined  
Players for the Planet, a list that continues to grow.  

We bring pro athletes together to enact 
environmental initiatives within their own 
communities, including:  

o  Beach cleanups  
o  Recycling/e-waste events  

o  Digital inclusion  

o  Plastic eradication 
o  Tree planting  

o  College programs 



Player Ambassadors 

Giancarlo 
Stanton  

Amed 
Rosario 

Brent 
Suter 

Nelson 
Cruz 

Tyler 
Glasnow 

Hunter 
Pence 

Evan 
Longoria 

Kenyon 
Drake 

Jon 
Jay 



Support Team (So Far) 



Collegiate Engagement 

Players for the Planet seek to collaborate with campus leaders and sustainability 
programs to advance environmental action; examples include our work with Bren 
School of Environmental Science at UCSB and the Pac 12 Sustainability Network. 

Through education, advocacy, and collaboration, we aspire to make sustainability 
more visible and accessible to student athletes, athletic departments, and entire 
college campuses. 

Our Student Athlete Ambassadors are located on campuses across the country with a 
charge to promote and drive environmental action in athletics programs, seeking to 
set an example for all.  

  
	



Programs 



E-Waste Initiatives 

Less than 20% of e-waste is formally recycled, with 80% either ending up in landfill or 
being informally recycled—much of it by hand in developing countries, exposing workers 
to hazardous substances such as mercury, lead, and cadmium.  

E-waste in landfill contaminates soil and groundwater, putting food supply systems and 
water sources at risk, representing one of our most significant environmental challenges. 

We have recycled over 1.5 million pounds through e-waste events, with a goal of one 
million pounds more for 2020. 

 



Working with industry leaders ERI and TERRA, PFTP is 
focused on mass recycling of e-waste through a series 
of partnerships. 

We are taking e-waste recycling programs to the people 
through Major and Minor League partnerships, 
leveraging through digital platforms for safe and easy 
disposal. 

In partnership with the Players Alliance, we are 
refurbishing and redistributing devices to underserved 
communities through our digital inclusion program. 

	

E-Waste  
Initiatives 



Our 2021 plans include: 

o  A series of e-waste drop off events at MLB venues 

o  A mail-in program for devices that can be refurbished and redistributed 

o  A digital inclusion program that redistributes refurbished devices to underserved youth 
through our partnership with the Players Alliance  

o  Placement of secure e-waste recycling bins at select stadiums for on-going drop-offs 

o  Digital promotion/fan engagement through our Fan Compass partnership 
 

E-Waste Initiatives 

We are seeking sponsors to support and to help activate this timely program. 
	



Plastic  
Elimination 

PFTP is committed to both eliminating plastic waste from the 
environment and to cleaning up plastic waste from beaches 
and waterways. Batting Clean Up is a program led by big 
leaguers Nelson Cruz and Amed Rosario, who were driven to 
help clean up the coasts in their native Dominican Republic. 

In 2019, a cleanup of two popular D.R. beaches involved 
government officials, a US ambassador, big leaguers, local 
MLB hopefuls and dozens of other volunteers, collecting 
over 300 pounds of plastic. 

Seeking to replicate past efforts, plans are developing for 
additional Batting Clean Up events in 2021 and beyond.			



Led by Milwaukee Brewers reliever Brent Suter, Strike Out Wasted Land uses abandoned/
wasted land as locations for re-growing natural spaces. 

The program is currently identifying land purchase options in the Midwestern U.S. where 
Players for the Planet will plant native flowers and trees, creating community green space 
and gardens. 

The program goal is to beautify abandoned lands in a way that honors the earth, rejuvenate 
communities, sequester carbon and increase community property values.	

Regenerative Ag/Land Renewal 



Urban Tree 
Canopy 

Players for the Planet and The Nature Conservancy are 
collaborating to champion conservation and the critical 
action needed to protect our planet for future generations.  

Our most recent event was in honor of Earth Day 2020, 
wherein a number when player ambassadors including 
Hunter Pence, Brent Suter, and Evan Longoria engaged fans 
in celebrating trees and all of nature. 

The program involves tree planting in various locations 
including inner city communities. Children and their parents 
work together to plant trees and learn about their impact on 
our climate. 

	



With a pilot planned for the Atlanta 2021 All Star Game, the program goal is to have all 30 MLB 
teams adopt a youth field to help make it as sustainable as possible to serve as a model for other 
ball fields.  

Plastic elimination is the number one priority of this initiative. This will be achieved through 
installation of refilling stations and distribution of reusable bottles with elimination of on-site sales 
of any plastic beverage bottles. 

Zero Waste Youth Fields 

o  Use of renewable energy  
o  Water management/rainwater capture 
o  Use of sustainable building material 

o  Reuse and repurposing of materials 
o  Minimizing chemicals and pesticides 
o  EV charger installations 
o  Shipping containers for dugouts 

OTHER PLANNED ACTIONS: 
	



Greening Baseball  
One Team at a Time 

With games played outside on grass fields throughout the 
spring and summer in every corner of the US, baseball is an 
ideal vehicle for engendering an appreciation of nature and 
promoting environmental awareness. 

Working through MLB Green, baseball venues can be used as 
green education platforms through a range of activations: 

 
		
	

o  Serve local food with plant-based options 
o  Cut plastic/use of biodegradable materials 
o  Green product integration 
	

o  Community engagement 
o  Fan education 
o  School program linkage 
	



In response to the racial justice issues that arose during the summer of 2020, more than 100 
black current and former pro baseball players united to use their collective voice and platform 
to create increased opportunities for the black community in baseball and beyond. 

Players for the Planet is aligning with The Players Alliance on projects such as digital inclusion/ 
e-waste and urban tree canopy, linking economic, cultural and environmental issues and 
strengthening our message in diverse communities. 

Please see TPA’s video to understand the power of their voice. 

The Players Alliance  
Partners for Environmental Justice  



While much of Players for the Planet work is designed to 
leverage the appeal of player involvement with 
environmental events, we are also building our digital 
presence through partnerships with digital engagement 
leaders including: 

Charity Miles/Muscles: An app that allows users to track miles or workouts 
while generating donations for non-profit orgs via corporate sponsors.  

FanCompass: The only data acquisition provider focused solely on sports, 
connecting teams to their fans in a seamless, robust format. We are deploying 
Fan Compass to help communicate ongoing environmental messaging to fans 
while supporting sponsors. 

	

Digital Programs 



Partnership 
Opportunities 

CREATING AN ECOSYSTEM OF SUPPORT  

Players for the Planet have ambitious intentions with a 
group of MLB players ready to engage and leverage 
their status to benefit the environment.  

But we can’t do it alone… 

We are now seeking corporate and other strategic 
partners to support our work and to help advance the 
cause of environmental education, integrating brand 
and products throughout our activity. 

	



Corporate Partner 
Benefits 

We are now seeking corporate partners for our primary 
programs and can customize each to address the needs of 
lead sponsors. 

 Some ways partners can become involved: 

o  Brand and product integration at events and in online programs 

o  Support bringing green products into baseball environments 

o  Custom events and promotions 

o  Access to dozens of environmentally oriented ballplayers 

o  Employee engagement and community volunteer programs 



Partner Ideation 

Our current priority opportunities ready for corporate partner support: 

o  E-waste initiative  

o  Plastic elimination 

o  Beach cleanups 

o  Zero waste field/youth programming 

o  MLB/team sustainability initiatives 



Play Ball!
Kevin Bartram
kevin@bartrampartnerships.com
415.608.3078


